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The Athenian Mercury: 


—— ane ne 


Tueloay, April 17. 1604. 


Is the misfortune of a very fine and vir- 
tuous young Lady to have contraded ber 
felf 10. a Gentleman, who now refules t6 

marry or free ber from her promife, but for what rea- 

fon is unknown, infults over ber, and tells her fhe fhall 
never marry while be lives, and threatens er if he 
do. be will {ue her Husband. I defire your advice how lucha 
it may be oblig’d either to marry or free her, tho’ I must con- 
fols I think fhe bad better live in perpetual Celibacy, than 

f wake juch aman ber Husband, as already ules ber in (uc 

a manner, and whether @ Gentleman fhould act comrary either 

x0 Reafon or Religion, who foould oblige him 10 Realon by 

the Sword ? Your Aafwer is earneybly defir'd. 


Queft. 1. 


An(w. For the Spark who ufes her fo unhanfome- 
ly, he can have no excule, and by his retul 1g to per- 
form his part in che Contract, he actually diffolves it ; for 
there’s no queftion but the obligation is here mutu- 
al and reciprocal, tying ane no tafte: thea the other. 
However, it he'd ly and dye never fo often, he deferves 
no more to be receiv de into Favour, alter juchan in- 
digeltible injury; and the Lady had better never to 
have che Comfort of Matismony at all, than run fuch 
a detperare hazard to optain it, we mean with one 

her already. Nor is there any 
need of her asking his leave co mar -v any other, nor any 
reafonia the world why the Cur thowd lie gerning in 
the Hay to keep an» from eating while he'll nor 
couch it himfelf. As for his threacs.o7 to fue her Hus- 
band, that’s not like to fright 2 ma» o! “ence and Spt- 
rit, but rather the very oppofitio. d make him 
more eager. For fighting him, aii bea tas him Into 
better manners, it mighe pals in a Camp, but not in 
a Countrey govern’d by fteddy Laws, which tf the 
can prove any Damage, we fuppoie w'li hardly deny 
her a Remedy. We live not now in the days of 
Knight-Errantry, nor is ita piece of Religion, as the 
Ghivalry-writers then made it, for a Chrijtian Knight to 
chine down every foul Paynim who aflronted diftrefled 
Damfels. The Laws of our Country, the publick, cur- 
rant, fterling Keaton, forbid the tame perfon to be 
Judge and Executioner, much more if he’s a private 
man, anda party, and this agreeable to the common 
Sence of all mankind. And in Religion the cafe is yee 
plainer, where private perfons are to fuffer the great- 
eft injury, rather then do the leaft, and indeed with- 
out it, we are ftill in a State of War, and no living 
for mankind, a much more terrible mifchief than the 
Inconvenience which fometimes arifes from-wrefied Law 
and corrupt Judgements. We have bin more exprels 
on the prefent cate, becaufe there is, we muft contels, 
1o great a Temptation for a generous maa, ( elpecially 
if there’s any touch of Love ) to act too tar in it. 
Thus much however he may do, difcourfe calmly with 
the Gentleman, get his Friends and thofe who have moft 
power over him to do the fame, reprefent'ing the Un- 
fairneis and Immorality as well as the unhandiomnets of 


that has fo Ul uted 


‘ 
' 


his proceedings, and ery if that way they can briog him 


to releafe the fair Lady out of his Enchanted Caitle: if 
al! this won’t do, ’tis but Juftice to publifh his Fame, 
and let the World know what he is: ( fend his Ear- 
inarks, and we may perhaps give him a final! lift. ) 
If this exafperates him, and he falls foul on the perfon 
who do’s it, cthere’s no doubt bur it’s lawfu! for him 
to defend himfelf ( tho’ not to anfwer a Challenge, 

dnd if he can, to give hima little Corre€tion into 


fhe Bargain. 


Queft. 2. What is Property ? 
Anjw. Wou'd any body wou'd telll us. 


Quefl, 3. Whether Retaliation in cafes not otherwise 
unlawful, be not accerding to the Law of Nature ? 

Anjw. ‘Tis no ealy matter to know what the Law 
of Nature is: The beft way to diicover it is, by wha 
leems to come neareft it, narrely the Law of Nations, 
or the common ufages, and confent of mankind, which 


appears founded uriverial Resfon ; but indeed, this 
is very narrow, there beine pot m>? Cates wherein 
ali the world agree, and the Law of Nature, luppok 


we think, a ffate of Nature, and what that is there may 
| 7 m .- 

be alfo fome diffcu ty in difcovering, fome making it 

a State of War, coniequently of no Society, which war 


.] 
“‘“yvC - } eb crabegesee earie ty 2 : oh 
deftroys ; Others thinking with Aeaton, chat tuch perions 


miftake CQ! rupted Natu e, for Naiure tre, een! ine.and 
ay Vee ‘ ’ 
unlopnilticate, or tudeeed making che own Nature 
iy i? ih) } > ; ~} . s - woe }- = > ) 
the tfancard of al. others, to chat finding themtelves 


fearful, jealous, imperious, capricious, ready to tulpedt 
all the world, ec. 7 hey think not only all Mankind 
bue even God himlelf,  alsogether (uch as themfelves. 
However, even thele are agreed, that whatever the 
{tate of Nature might be. we are now linkt into So- 
clees, the very Effence of which implies a common 
Right, and Reafon, fo that the part muit be conclu- 
ced by the whole, the leis by the greater, in matters 
O1 Meu and Tuwa ; and it they retuie to tubmit to 
the Judgment expreisd by Laws, they are Traytors 
tothe Community, or at leaft difturbers of it. Whence 
It follows, that whatever private Retaliation migkt 
have bia by the Law of Nature, ’tis now in commu. 
nities, unlawtul, becaufe if univerfal ic wou'd imme. 
diately diffolve all Community. Indeed before Socie- 
ties were form’d, if we can juppole any fuch time, 
there was no ether way; but it’s certain there was 
luch a thing as a Patriarchal power, tho’ now vetted 
1” Kings, and tho’ even there in a natural and ftridt 
Sence. who!ly imnraéticable, no Kins in the world 
Claiming by thar Title, the very Jers having loft 
their Genealogies, and feldom obierving “m while 
they had ‘em. However, the Parriarchs’ Role is no 
Chimera, bue vie moft natural of Goverments, when 
it was practicable; 2 Father's rie over his Children 
being, if any, the State of Nature; and this being 
granted, private Retaliation be-ween any of his Chil- 
dren and Subjeéts had bin un.awful, becauie the cate 
lay before their Parrzarc, and they were not to be 
their own Judges. 


Qucft. 4. How cat the Devil, when I'm in bed, and 
all objects fhut from my Eyes, my having recommended my 
felf te God as becomes a@ Chriftian, ard compos d my felf to 
refi, I fay bow can the Exemy then affect my Mind or Fane 
cy, and Infinuate bid thoughts, or bow can be know what 
I think, unle(s be be ommifctent ? 

Anjw. In the firlt place, fee you don’t flanger the 
Devil, and Jay that upon him which is reat Ow- 
Ing to your Own Intemperance. Buc if chere’s nothing 
of chat in the Cafe, yet it’s very poflible for that tube 
til adverfary, it permitted, co infufe ill Thoughts, 
nor can we fee any great difficulty in a Spirits act- 
jag on matter, becaule a nobler being, and matter can 
never a@ without fome prior action, nor any more 
in his aéting as Spirit, which is as cafie as matter on 
matter. He may wen, for ought we know, convey 
Thoughts into the very mind, without the help of 
any intervening Species; but we doubt not but he 
more often, if not always, a¢ts on the Fancy and Spi- 
rits, and formerly receiv’d Images, compofing ‘em as 
he fees fit, or is permitted; and no more reafon to 
wonder why God permits this, than why he {uffers 


all the other mifehiefs in the world, whieh wan: we 
ave 


on our felves ‘tis almoft blafphemy to 
complain of him. As for the Devils knowing Thoughts, 
this do’s not at al! imply it. He may havea throwd 
guefs at em indeed by our actions, as woud any cun- 
ning Knave befides, but that’s all, nor cau he force 
any Thoughts into ovr mind foy but we may turn 
‘em out again, which if we endeavour to co when 
wakeing, and are not acceflary by our intemperance 
ro any fuch Llufions as he may per gps have pow- 
er to infliét when fleeping, we fhall™hor aniwer fo. 
‘em, any more than if we were bewitchr, which 
wou'd be not our fin, but our milery. 


have br 
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Quel. 5. ts it hawful to do shas acion which for jome 
privive reslon 1 bave promis’d mot to do, when I can do 


. 
. 


chat aGion, and not thwart or contradsa the reafon or end 
of my promifing nos to do it. Tous for anjbance, Suppof? 
i have promis d my freind never to come to Loncon, and 
iL on of his defring this promife of me is becaule be 
é ‘ t ; resydiciaid to my bealsb, in th 
evan time I om Doftor of Pbyfick « e gives 
ail pofjit wince that the air is not prejudicial, bmt 


rather bereficial 19 my bealth, Query, Can I come io Lon- 
oe. watle hes h of my oromile t¢ riend ? 
don without ch 6 promil: to my F 


, " ah ! 
A-(@. Tro’ we'd be very unwilling to relate the 


’ 
Or: 72} 


obligations of Faith and Morality, wherein we think 
mankind is already but roo remifs, yet we muft own, 
inthe prefent cafe it’s our Judgmenc that the Promuite 
is void, bec. wie the Realen on which ‘twas mace, 


is es we may call it the very Pith and Soul 
+, now ceafes. Nay farther, we are of the opini- 
on that fhou'd a pofitive promife be made on any in- 
different matter, for example, to g0, Or not to go to 
fuch a place, if efterwards Phyfitians or Friends fhou’c 
advire. not to go, or to go contray toc former 
Promife and Relolution, reprefenting fome notable In- 


’ 
re, 
‘~ 


convenience or Convenience not forefeen at the time 
of the making fuch promife ; in fuch a cafe we lay, 
our opinons are that the Perfon is at Liberty, and the 
Obligation ceafes; and we think we ma peal to 
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the Confcience and Praétice of 
the Traoth and Juice of this Refolurion. 


Anbertifements. 


c He COMPLEAT LIBRARY for 
March ¢s now publifht, ( which with 
January and February /ately printed ) contains 


the following Preces, vit. 

Memorials of Arch-bifhop Cranmer's, collected from 
Original Manufcripts.—~- Dr. King’s Difcourfe concern- 
ing the Inventions of Men in the Worfhip of God — 
Mounfieur Sc. Euricmons Mitcellany Eflays— The Theéry 
and Regulation of Love, by fobn Norris. M. A. —— 
An Effay of the Contempt of the World, by William 
Nichels, B. D.———— An Original Piece, being Propo- 
fals for an Accommodation between the Church of 
Frgiind and Proteftant Diflenters. —— Sir Thomas Pope 
Blurts Remarks upon Poetry. The Saxon Chro- 
nicle, or Annals of things done in England from the 
Nativig? of Chrift, to the Year 1154. Additions by 
Edmund Gibjon, A. B.--— Remarks on the Life and 
Converfation of Archbifhop Sandcroft. —-— Countrey 
Converfation, being an account of fome difcourtes that 
happened in a Vifit to the Countrey Jaft Summer 
Dr. Sheriecks diiceurfe concerning the Divine Provi- 
dence ——- Dr. Pellings difcourfe of Humilicy —— A 
Difcourfe concerning Chriftian ‘Converfation, written 
to improve the Religious Societies ereéted of late 
Years. ——~ A Compendious Hiftory of the Taxes ot 
France ——— With other Valuable Pieces, and News of 
Learning. The Price of thefe 3 Journals, for Zanuary, Fe- 
briiery and Mareb, is but 6d, each, and will be fo 
continued Monthly. 


Pmt: Ladies DiSiontry, being a pleafant Enter 

tainment for the Fair Sex, a Work never gr. 
tempted before in Englifb. The Defign of this Wor, 
is univerfal, and concerns no lefs than the whole 54, 
of Men in fome regard, but of Women fo perfeétly ang 
nearly, that "ewill be ferviceable to them in all their 
Concerns of Bufine(s, Life, Houfes, and Conver{ation. The 
Author throughout the whole Work intermixes abun. 
dance of Secret Occurrences with his other matter, and 
you may find here all the Humours of the Town at the 
bare expence of reading Printed for Fobn Dunsoq 
at the Raven in the Poulsrey. 


He Anatomy of Humane Bodies : Comprehending 

the moft modern Diicoveries and Curiofities jn 
thar Art. To which is added a particular Treatife of the 
Smal]-Pox and Meafles. Together with feveral pra@i. 
cal Obdterv and experienced Cures. With 139 
Figures curioufly cut in Copper, reprefenting the feye- 
and Mper . Written in Latin by if- 
brand de Diemerbroeck, Protellor of Phyfick and Anatomy ig 
Htreteh. Tranflated trom the laft and moft correét and fyj] 
Edition of the fame, By William salmon, Proteffor of 
Piyfick. London, Printed for W. Whitwood at the Ane 
gel and Bible in Litele-Brirtain, 1694. At which place 
all Dr. Salmons Works are fold. 


Laat 


wal . aetar 
ra! Parts 10! 


Oft on Wedue/day Night the 14th. of March laft, a par. 

cel of Papers, containing Letters, Accounts, Arti- 
cles, and a Copy of a Deed belonging to a Perfon of 
Quality between crewers-/freet end and St. Fames, or be- 
tween thence and Bloffome:-Inn, or between thence and 
Red. Lyon-Inn in Red-Lyon-ftree:, Holbourn, (the Perfop 
thar loft the fame changing his Hackney-Coach twice ) 
whofeever brings the Papers to Mr. Githert Lancafters 
at the Swan with two Necks in Lad-dare, London, tha)} 


have s s. Reward. 
T fere isin this City a very Ingenious Duich Man, 
callad Mr. Vandepoile, who has found the only 
rxe Secret for Curing all forts of Crookednefs and ij] 
Shape in any part ot che Body and Leggs, and that in 
i very fhore time, and without purting his Patient to 
che leaft Pain, provided they be under Twenty Years of 
Agee. He further Obliges himfeif to fatisfie any Learn. 
ed Phyfitian or other Currous Perfon, by clear and 
certaia Reaiuns, that it is impoffible perfectly co Cure 
this Malady in the Body by Iron Stayes, which are 
now ufed by them who pretend to be moft skilful 
and expert therein. Any Perfon who defires to em- 
ploythim may be further fatished by one ot the King’s 
Phyfitians, to whom he was recommended by an Emi. 
nent Phyfitian in Holland, who has attefted the greac 
Cures he has done in that Country, and Jikewife 
by thofe he has done in this City fince he arrived. 
He liveth in Warder-ftreet againft the Golden Head, 
at the upper end of Old Sobo, behind Se. Anns Conrr. 


. 
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He Tavern at Aftrop-Wells isto be let with a very 
good Bowling-Green, @ourt, Stables, Shops, and 
other Conveniencies belonging to it, any Perfon that 
defires to be further fatisfied therein, may enquire of 
Mr. Nelbam in ClothbeFair, or Mr. Harding at the Bull. 


bead Tavern in Clare-Market, or of Mr. Linnet near 
the Wells. 


cy Grays-Inn-lane in Plow-yard, the third Door, lives Dr. 

Thenas Kirlews, a Collegiate Phyfician, and Sworn Phy- 
fician 1n Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until his death g 
who with a Driak and Pill ( hindring no Bufinefs ) undertakes 
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings in the Nofe, Face, or other 
parts ; Scabs, Itch,Seurfs, pagrennines Veneria] Difeafe,expecting 
nothing until the Cure be fiaifhed : Of the la{t he hath cured many 
hundreds in this City,many of them after fluxing, which carries the 
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head,and {0 deftroys many. ‘The 
Drink is 3 s. the Quart, the Pill 1 s. a Box, with Directions ; a bet- 
ter Purger thaa which was never given, for théycleanfe the Body of 
all Impurities, which are the caulesot Dropfies, Gonts, Scurvies 
Stone or Gravel, Pains in the Head, and other parts. Take hb 
ee yen See in Phyfick, for it‘s become a Common Cheat 
to profefs it. He gives his Opinion to all that writes or comes 
lor nothing. 
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LON DO N, Printed for Jobn Punton ; at the Raven in the Ponttrey. 
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